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Revision of Regulation on CO₂ emission standards for new passenger cars and 

light commercial vehicles – comments by Finnish Central Organization for Mo-

tor Trades and Repairs (AKL) 
 

The regulation on carbon dioxide emission standards for light-duty vehicles sets requirements con-

cerning carbon dioxide emissions for new passenger cars and light commercial vehicles (vans). The 

objectives are to support the achievement of the EU’s greenhouse gas emission reduction targets, to 

provide citizens with the benefits arising from the wider deployment of zero-emission vehicles; and 

to promote innovation in zero-emission technologies, thereby strengthening the technological lead-

ership and sustainable competitiveness of the automotive value chain. The regulation also contrib-

utes to reducing the EU’s dependence on imported fossil fuels. 

 

The objectives proposed by the European Commission, also formalised in the "Action Plan for the Au-

tomotive Sector” —to ensure the competitiveness of the European automotive industry, encourage 

innovation, and accelerate the transition to clean mobility—are in line with the views of the Finnish 

Central Organization for Motor Trades and Repairs (AKL). AKL view positively the Commission’s goal 

to increase the share of zero-emission vehicles in the market, and emphasize among other things: 

• the need to strengthen consumer demand for low-emission vehicles (e.g. through an EU-

level scrappage incentive scheme), 

• technology neutrality in achieving emission targets, and 

• the need to develop charging infrastructure. 

AKL sees as positive the measures aimed at a comprehensive, pragmatic and multi-technology re-

viewing of the regulations on CO2 targets for light vehicles. 

 

Renewable fuels should be given a role as key technologies for CO2 emission targets 

Achieving the 2035 climate neutrality target for cars requires a technology-neutral approach that 

makes use of e-fuels and takes into account all relevant technological developments. 

In Finland, the movement of goods, services, and people is heavily based on road transport, which is 

a significant part of Finland’s competitiveness. Finland is a country of long distances, where full elec-

trification is not economically viable everywhere, especially in Northern Finland. Locally produced 

bio-based fuel solutions would be sensible and would support local business activities in several sec-

tors, such as agriculture, the food industry, and waste management. This is a factor that should be 

taken into account in the process of revising the regulation. Renewable fuels should be given a role 

as key technologies for CO2 emission targets.  

Technological neutrality should be the fundamental regulatory principle, ensuring that all technolo-

gies can contribute to decarbonisation. It is necessary to continue promoting BEV technologies, but 

there must also be room for hybrid technologies.  
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Flexibility is needed in complying with CO₂ emission limits/standards – also, the standards should 

provide long-term certainty and predictability for the automotive sector  

The CO₂ emission standards for light-duty vehicles should provide long-term certainty and predicta-

bility for the automotive sector, while allowing sufficient time for a just transition.  

As the automotive industry undergoes a rapid and wide-ranging structural transformation in a chal-

lenging and increasingly unstable geopolitical context, manufacturers may require additional flexibili-

ties to comply with the regulation on CO₂ emission standards for light-duty vehicles. However, this 

should not undermine the long-term market signal provided by the standards. For the same reasons, 

the sector should be supported in the transition by simplifying regulation and reducing its adminis-

trative burden. 

There are already over six million zero-emission passenger cars on EU roads, but achieving the 

2035 targets will require a significant increase.  

Currently the number of light electric vehicle registrations in EU is inadequate to achieve decarboni-

sation targets under EU rules.  A diverse set of measures is essential for achieving EU’s and Finland’s 

climate goals. No single action is sufficient; instead, broad efforts are needed across all sectors of so-

ciety. Measures to decarbonize the European vehicle fleet should emphasize the need to strengthen 

consumer demand for low-emission vehicles, the importance of developing charging infrastructure, a 

technology-neutral approach to achieving emission targets, and the need to support companies in 

reducing emissions from their vehicle fleets. 


